It's NOT just about speed!

APM's dual strake STC 1s making itself known as one of the few
available modifications with meaningful impact for aircraft stability.
So when awviation photographer Phillip Makanna of "GHOSTS"
calendars needs a stunming photo, he has to rely on his aircraft to
fly as smoothly as possible. Recently, Mr. Makanna was brought
over to Colorado Springs, CO by Bill Klaers of Westpac
Restorations. VWestpac Restorations performs some of the most
spectacular restoration work in the business. Their team members
aren't your typical shop mechanics - they're genuine awviation artists,
and they just happen to be APM's neighbor! The reason for
bringing in the famed photographer was that Mr. Kiaers was
hosting a reunion for the pilots of the famed 365th Fighter Group,
The Hellhawks. The Hellhawks, formed in 1943, trained on P-47
Thunderbolts and couldn't wait to see Westpac's restored P-4/7's in
action. Klaers knew he needed a stable camera plane that would
allow Makanna to capture the best of these remarkable warbirds.
And it was for this reason that APM's CEO and Chief Filot, Steve
Hinckley, was asked to pilot his strake-equipped 421C to provide a
steady aircraft for photographing the reunion. And when the
Hellhawks need a favor, one must prowvide!

Thankfully, Air Classics magazine has granted APM permission
to share this story and show off these amazing photos taken last
October. We hope you enjoy viewing these photos as much as we
had taking them.

For more information about Westpec Restorations, visit: www westpacrestorations. com
For more information about Phillip Makanna ~ GHOSTE, visit: www. ghosts.com

To order this issue of Air Classics Magazine, wsit: www challengeweb. com
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his past Ocrober, Westpae Restorations, Colorado

Springs, Colorado, had the honor to host a reunion

of pilots from the famed 365th Fighter Group —

the Hellhawks. “Frank ‘Lucky” Luckman, one of
the group's =47 pilots, decided that Colorado Springs
waould be an excellent location for a reunion. Necdless to
sav, with our commimment to the Thunderbolt we wanted
tor et involved,” said Westpac's Bill Klaers.

The Hellhawks came into I'H"inu when the 35th FG
was constituted on 27 April 1943 an activated on 15 May.
Trained on Thunderbolts, the unit moved to RAF
Gosfield in Britain during December 1943 where they

HELLHALUKS

were assigned to the 9th Air Force. As typical of the time
perind, it took several weeks before the unit received its
full complement of Thunderbolts — a total of 75 of the
|nig1|(\. P47s.

Because of training and the terrible English weather,
the 365th FG did not fly its fiest combat missign until 22
February 1944. At the time, fighter escorts for the Sth
AF's B-17s and B-24s were desperately needed so the
365th’s carly missions were bomber escort. On 2 March,
the Thunderbolis ran into the Lufowaffe for the first time
— losing one of their own while claiming six of the
enemy, including 102 victory ace Egon Maver.

WESTPAC RESTORATIONS HONORS PILOTS OF A

FAMOUS WWII FIGHTER GROUP

BY PHILIP MAKANNA/GHOSTS

Bill Klaers brings the Thunderbelt into formation
with Steve Hinkley's carmera plane to vtart
the fermation flight.
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O 5 March, the unie moved 1o
Beaulieu for intensive t
attacking ground t

weeks of training

caded to Europe to attack V-l sites,

ges, airfields, and rail facilities

5 prior to D
T the ETOap blasted
enemy installarions behind the |‘rh§|:r-

head. The unit became highly respecred
tor their d

nd atrack missions

as they -|||"|'ullr.| advancing Allied

rk-:. 5 as \'.r.'| as -|IIL.II'|'|: |'|.1|'-.| i1 Ih\'

ervenvy dur ing the Bartle of the Bulge

The 365th moved 1o France on 21

June and then begun moving 1o ad-

sport of the troops

. the 365th was at Fritzlar,

Tha Thunderboles were llown by (left
to right} Meal Melton, Bill Klacrs, and
John Shoffner.

Ciermany. The 363th played a parnt im

the Chee prvtion Foeces until the unit was

IR TV ATeC

Druring this time, the Hel Ihawks
built up a great combat record. "When
| heard about the reunion, I got in
touch with Neal Melron,” said Bill
“Meal was ready for an engine ch

churing .‘;-,'|".e'1|.|i'rr 1945,

in his P-470 s0 he agreed o come out
I3 participate n the reunion and then
have the R-2800 changed. John
Shoffner also .|-_-_'r{'n| to bring his
Thunderbalt se we were going to have
some fun flying.”

The Hellhawks participated in a
program at the Air Force Academy
hlighted by the three
Thunderbolts roaring overhead, “The
next day we got o fly during the half-

vime in the USAFE-Army fooball team

that was hig

a0 we ol o parhicipate i Bwd impor-

hawks also got to touwr the
Westpac facility and examine the three
P-47D% up ¢ the
recalled many tales of c
Eurcpe. “We feel it was a real honor to
host the Hellhawks," stated Bill, *We
b WP 10 do ir again.” AC

2 VEDETANS

Hellhavwks

gather in the
Westpas hangar,
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